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The paper describes and explains empirically the economic performance of four key 

copyright-based industries (the book publishing, music sound recording, film 

production and software industries) in five Arab countries (Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, 

Jordan and Lebanon). Using the Porter (Diamond) model as its theoretical 

background, a survey was conducted in the years 2002-03 among 242 experts, 

covering firm representatives, industry and government experts. The results were 

incorporated into five national case studies. This paper synthesizes the results of 

those national reports, giving a comparative account of the performance of the four 

copyright-based industries in these Arab countries. The overall results of the study 

suggest that copyright-based industries in Arab countries are substantially 

underdeveloped, and there remains a great potential that should systematically be 

mobilized. A discussion of how this can be achieved is offered, based upon a well-

designed and implemented process of upgrading and innovation in companies, 

industries and clusters related to copyright-based activities. Public policy can play in 

this process an important role. 


