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Abstract 
 
The objective of this paper is to identify the sources of the drastic increase in the voluminosity 
of patent applications at the European Patent Office (EPO). Five main hypotheses are 
developed regarding the determinants of patents voluminosity: a time trend, a geographical 
contamination, technological specificities, IP strategy and the complexity of inventions. The 
results show that patent voluminosity, as measured with the number of claims, the number of 
pages, or the number of textual pages per claim, can be explained by all of these broad 
hypotheses. Nevertheless the results suggest that technological complexity and the various 
components of an IP strategy, are the most important determinants of the voluminosity of 
patent applications at the EPO. The evidence further shows that a geographical 
contamination occurs, especially from the USA, witnessing the impact of the fundamental 
differences between Common and Civil Law. 
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